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MakingEItEHappen:EPuttingECountriesEinEDialogueEThroughEDanceE
ByEJohannaEKirkE
EE
TheEDepartmentEofEDrama,ETheatreEandEDanceEatEQueensECollegeE(QC)EisE
exceptionallyEdiverse.EInEEdisaEWeeks’EmodernEclass,EforEinstance,EitEisEtypicalEtoE
haveERussian,EKorean,EChinese,EIranian,ESouthEAmerican,EandEGreekEstudentsE
dancingEbesideEnativeENewEYorkers,EwhoEthemselvesErepresentEculturalE
communitiesErangingEfromEOrthodoxEJewishEtoEAfricanEAmerican.EMostEareE
commuterEstudents,EdividingEtheirEtimeEbetweenEschoolEandEfull8EorEpart8timeE
employment;EmanyEareEtheEfirstEmembersEofEtheirEfamiliesEtoEpursueEhigherE
education.E
E
GivenEitsElargeEimmigrantEstudentEbodyEandEitsElocationEinEtheEmostEethnicallyE
diverseEcountyEinEtheEU.S.E(Queens,ENewEYork),EQCEisEdedicatedEtoEfacilitatingE
cross8culturalEdialogue.EToEthisEend,EtheEcollegeEstartedEaEnewEcampus8wideE
projectElastEyear,EtheE“YearEof”Eprogram,EwhichEfostersElearningEaboutEtheEarts,E
politics,Ehistory,Eeconomy,EandEethnicityEofEaEdifferentEcountryEeachEyear.EInE
exploringEthatEparticularEculture,EtheEdanceEprogramEplaysEanEintegralErole.E
FacultyEmembersEselectEvisitingEartistsEandEorganizeEperformances,Electures,EandE
workshopsEthatEinviteEdanceEstudentsEandEtheElargerEQCEcommunityEintoEanE
artisticEexchangeEwithEtheEfeaturedEculture.E
E
ThisEyear,ETurkeyEisEtheEhonoredEcountry,EandEEdisaEWeeksEhasEspearheadedE
effortsEtoEbringEinEintriguingEcontemporaryETurkishEartists.EAfterEconsultingEwithE
AndréELepecki,EanEacclaimedEculturalEanthropologistEandEprofessorEofE
performanceEstudiesEatENYU,EsheEapproachedEGururEErtem,EAyseEOrhon,EMustafaE
Kaplan,EandEFilizESizanli,EallEIstanbul8basedEpostmodernistsE(orEasEsheEputsEit,E
“postpostpostmodernists”),EwhoEwillEbeEinEresidenceEatEtheEcollegeEforEaEweekE
thisEmonth.ETheyEplanEtoEteachEfreshEapproachesEtoEtechniqueEandEcomposition,E
lectureEonETurkishEcontemporaryEdanceEpractices,EandEofferEaEfreeEperformanceE
andEQ&AEonEFeb.E25.EE
E
WeeksEapproachedEartistsEwhoseEworkEisEconsideredEgroundbreakingEinEIstanbul;E
sheEhopesEtheEexperienceEwillEexpandEherEstudents’EunderstandingEofE“WhatEisE
danceEandEhowEdoEweEperceiveEit?”ESheEseesEtheEpotentialEforEtheseEartistsEtoEofferE
newEwaysEofEidentifyingEwithEdance,EitsEprocesses,EandEitsEsocialEsignificance.E
ManyEofEherEstudents,EsheEsays,EhaveEhadElittleEexposureEtoEconcertEdanceE
traditions,EbutEtheyEareEfamiliarEwithEtraditionalEdancesEfromEtheirErespectiveE
countries.ETogether,EtheirEdanceEbackgroundsEspanEaEhugeErange:EIrishEdancing,E
ChineseEpeacockEdances,Ebachata,Emerengue,Esalsa,EtheEhora,ERussianEdances,E
bharataEnatyam,ESenegaleseEsabar,Ebreaking,EandEhipEhop.E
E
LikeEtheEstudentEpopulation,EtheEfourEvisitingETurkishEartistsEhailEfromEdiverseE
andEnon8classicalEdanceEbackgrounds.EInEtheirEchoiceEtoEdoEpostmodernEart,EasE
opposedEtoEclassicalEorEfolkloricEworkEthatEservesEaEnationalisticEagenda,EtheyE
relinquishEmostEopportunitiesEforEfunding.EAsEaEresult,EtheyEhaveEtoEbeEinventive,E



passionate,EandEpersistentEtoEgetEtheirEvisionEacross.EWeeksEseesEtheEpotentialEforE
excitingEconnectionsEandEdialogueEforEallEinvolved.E
E
DuringEtheEfallEsemester,EAsliEBulbul,EformerlyEofEtheEBillET.EJones/ArnieEZaneE
DanceECompany,EmadeEaEnewEworkEforEQCEstudentsEbasedEonEtheEpoetryEofERumi,E
theEancientEpoetEwhoEspentEmostEofEhisElifeEinEwhatEisEnowETurkey.EWeeksE
explainsEthatEthisEprojectEgaveEmanyEstudentsEtheirEfirstEintroductionEtoEthisE138
centuryEmysticEandEtheESufiEtraditionEheErepresents.ESheEhopesEitEwillEallowEthemE
toEconsiderEhisEphilosophyEinErelationshipEtoEtheirEownElives.EForEinstance,EbothE
theEpoetEandEQCEhaveEtheEsameEexplicitEmissionEtoE“learnEsoEthatEweEmayEserve.”E
E
TheE“YearEof”EprogramEgotEoffEtoEaEstimulatingEstartEinE2010EwithEtheE“YearEofE
China.”EForEtheEdanceEcomponent,EchoreographerEandEdanceEdirectorEYinEMeiE
recruitedEvisitingEscholarsEfromEtheEBeijingEDanceEAcademy,EwhoEtaughtEtheE
historyEandEtechniqueEofEtraditionalEChineseEfolkEdances.EMei,EwhoEisEcurrentlyEinE
HongEKongEonEaEFulbrightEfellowship,EmadeEaEworkEforEbothEherEstudentsEandEtheE
visitingEartists.ESamanthaEBeneventano,EaEseniorEatEtheEtime,EparticipatedEinEthisE
workEasEwellEasEaEduet,EwhichEsheEbuiltEcollaborativelyEwithEvisitingEartistEHuEYan.E
“ThroughEgesturesEandEmovement,EweEwereEableEtoEunderstandEoneEanother,”E
BeneventanoEreflects.E“ItEwasEwonderfulEtoEseeEHuEYanEtakeEaspectsEofEChineseE
danceEandEincorporateEitEwithEmyEbackgroundEinEmodernEdance.EWeEcreatedEaE
genuineEcollaborationEwhereEweEbothEstayedEtrueEtoEourEownEaesthetics.”E
E
TheEuniversityEisEorganizingEanEarrayEofEeventsEsurroundingETurkey’sEpolitics,E
music,Eart,Elanguage,EandEgeography.EItEisEalsoEplanningEeventsEthatEwillEengageE
localEethnicEcommunitiesEwithEtiesEtoEthatEpartEofEtheEworld.ETheEyearEwillE
culminateEinEtheEopportunityEforEstudentsEtoEtravelEoverseasEtoETurkeyEandE
hopefullyElayEtheEgroundworkEforEfutureEcollaborations.ETheEongoingEgoalEisEtoE
sparkEconversationEandEtoEbuildElastingErelationshipsEwithEscholarsEandEartistsEinE
otherEcountries.EPlansEareEalreadyEunderwayEforEfutureEyearsEcelebratingEIndia,E
Brazil,EandESouthEAfrica.E
8ESeeEmoreEat:Ehttp://www.dancemagazine.com/issues/February82012/Making8
It8Happen8Putting8Countries8in8Dialogue8Through8
Dance#sthash.YWxr7Qct.dpufE


